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HI! MY NAME IS

gina
I am a music teacher from
Ontario, Canada and I have
been teaching music for four
years. I have a Bachelor’s of
Music Education and a
Bachelor’s of Education. My
love of music and coffee fuel
my passion to create fun and
engaging resources for
music makers all over.
Aside from all thing's music
and coffee, I enjoy creative
endeavors with my cricut,
knitting, sewing, making
Youtube videos and tackling
any DIY challenge.

We provide our students with music opportunities all the time in our classrooms, most of
which are teacher-led. When we are online, all of the music opportunities are teacher-led
making student-led exploration hard to come by.
There are so many great music websites out there that I decided to curate this guide for
specific virtual music playground exploration. If you are not sure what a “music playground”
is, check out the recap of my Instagram post on the next page where I talk more about it!
And to reiterate what I said in my post: you do not always have to have a plan when you
send students a website to explore. Sometimes it is okay to give them a musical playground
for them to learn, create and grow! Nothing to feel guilty about. Sending one of these
websites to your students makes you a great music teacher!
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I made an Instagram post about
providing virtual musical
playgrounds for your students
Here’s a little recap of that post:

Tuesday night I attended the Fflatbooks seminar on song writing on Tuesday
night and learned so much from the speakers but something that stuck with
me was this term "music playgrounds."
"Music playgrounds" are opportunities set up for students to play and explore
music. This is not a new concept AT ALL but I like the term 'playground'
because the exploration of music should be fun and student-led as if they
were heading to their local park to play on a playground.
We do this in our music rooms all the time, but you can do this virtually too!
I've been sharing some great websites and resources since joining the virtual
teacher team (woohoo!) and I get lots of questions about how I use these
websites. Sometimes I have a plan and want to use them in lessons but
sometimes I use them as music playgrounds, meaning that I give them to
students with no direction so that they can learn, explore and create music!
Kids naturally want to explore. They are curious. Providing them with
something virtually explore as a virtual music playground can be part of your
lesson or a whole lesson in itself. I'm going to do some research today on
some more 'music playground' opportunities and share them in my stories for
all of you!
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These are some websites that you can use as musical playgrounds for your
students! Send it to them to explore and create on their own for 5 minutes or for
an entire period! Shoutout to @maribel_holtz and @marchionemusic for sharing
these next great websites with all of us!
I will add more to this list as I find more websites!

https://creatability.withgoogle.com/sound-canvas/
https://creatability.withgoogle.com/seeing-music/
https://creatability.withgoogle.com/keyboard/
https://creatability.withgoogle.com/clarion-lite/
https://creatability.withgoogle.com/sampler/
https://drumbit.app/
https://bongo.cat/
https://aidn.jp/mikutap/
GOOGLE DOODLES
https://www.google.com/doodles/celebrating-johann-sebastian-bach
https://www.google.com/doodles/celebrating-ludwig-van-beethovens-245th-year
https://www.google.com/doodles/bartolomeo-cristoforis-360th-birthday
https://www.google.com/doodles/celebrating-mbira
https://www.google.com/logos/doodles/2017/fischinger/fischinger17.9.html?hl=en&doodle=
undefined
https://www.google.com/doodles/clara-rockmores-105th-birthday
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Open-ended prompts are a great way to give students little direction without
giving them too much direction. The goal is to get students creating, trying new
things and seeing what they can produce. You might have students who are not
confident in their creative abilities or who are not used to being in total control
of their learning and would like a little guidance. Here are some playground
prompts that are not too intrusive to their musical playground experience:

Can you create a song that is *insert emotion here*?

Create a song based on how you are feeling today.

Tell me about your favourite book in a song.

What would you sound like if you were a song?

Take an existing melody and add new harmony.

Create a jingle about a product you enjoy.
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